
Hey all!

	 This	past	year	has,	uh,	definitely	been	a	year?	I	don’t	know	how	to	describe	it.	We	
just	experienced,	like,	a	pandemic.	AN	ACTUAL	PANDEMIC.	That’s	weird,	right?	
	 Every	stage	had	new	experiences.	From	absolute	quarantine,	where	the	grocery	
store	seemed	like	a	warzone	and	we	were	all	obsessed	with	 tigers	for	some	reason,	 to	
online	school,	sitting	in	silence	and	darkness	in	breakout	rooms	waiting	for	someone	to	
speak.	I	think	we	can	finally	admit	that	those	breakout	rooms	were	silent.
	 Our	 lives	will	never	feel	 the	same,	but	 there	 is	a	sense	of	normalcy	returning.	
Included	in	that	return	is	the	paper	version	of	The Maroon!	This	singular	issue	will	be	a	
bit	of	a	recap	of	the	past	year	of	craziness.	With	a	mix	of	articles	you’ll	recognize	from	
our	website	coupled	with	new	pieces,	we	hope	this	acts	as	a	keepsake	of	sorts	for	you	to	
remember	this	unforgettable	year.
	 This	issue	will	recount	quarantine,	remote	learning,	the	2020	Presidential	Elec-
tion,	The	Capitol	Riot,	and	more,	as	well	as	looking	to	the	future	with	the	Senior	Map.
	 We	are	so	happy	to	be	back	in	print,	and	personally,	I	am	excited	for	the	future	of	
not	just	the	paper,	but	the	school	as	a	whole.	For	all	its	horrors,	the	past	year	did	shine	a	
light	on	some	of	the	significant	changes	necessary	in	our	world,	and	I	think/hope	we	are	
going	to	seem	them	implemented.	Read	on	for	the	staff’s	reflections	of	a	hectic	15	months.
	 I	just	want	to	thank	Mr.	Neden	and	the	entire	newspaper	staff	for	keeping	us	go-
ing	during	this	hectic	year.	It	has	taken	a	lot	of	effort	and	motivation	but	we’ve	done	some	
really	great	things	this	year	and	I	couldn’t	be	happier.	Thanks	so	much	for	reading,	and	(if	
you’re	fully	vaccinated)	go	give	someone	a	hug.

Enjoy,	
Adam	Koplik

A	collection	of	images	from	Nov.	2020	when	NPHS	re-opened	for	in-person	classes.	-	Photos	via	Aidan	Sheedy
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What	Quarantine	Has	Taught	Me

Wisdom	from	Coronavirus	Survivors

	 The	world	 is	on	high	alert,	as	 the	
Coronavirus	Pandemic	makes	its	rapid	and	
deadly	progression	through	the	world.	For	
most	of	us,	the	biggest	effect	it	has	had	is	no	
school,	we	can’t	see	our	friends	and	maybe	
we	had	to	cancel	plans	for	spring	break.	We	
are	still	not	seeing	the	more	drastic	impact	
of	the	pandemic,	compared	to	cities	where	
people	 aren’t	 even	 allowed	 to	 leave	 their	
houses	 and	 hospitals	 are	 overwhelmed	
with	COVID-19	 patients.	 But	millions	 of	
people	faced	the	virus	before	we	were	even	
thinking	of	it.	Some	say	they’re	the	lucky	
ones	for	facing	it	so	early.	Others	say	they	
weren’t	 so	 lucky,	 because	 the	 full	 effects	
were	unknown.	Either	way,	we	have	a	 lot	
to	 learn	 from	 the	 front	 lines	 of	 the	 battle	
against	the	Coronavirus.
	 Joshua	Rock	lives	in	Detroit,	MI;	a	
month	ago	he	knew	he	got	the	virus	from	a	
dinner	he	attended	where	another	guest	had	
just	come	back	from	Ireland	with	a	cough.	
When	he	went	to	get	tested,	he	was	denied	
a	 test	 because	 his	 symptoms	 all	 pointed	
to	Coronavirus,	but	he	was	 too	healthy	 to	
need	 any	 sort	 of	 treatment.	He	 began	 his	
14-day	 self-isolation,	 and	 by	 now	 he	 has	
recovered.
	 Clement	 Chow’s	 case	was	 not	 so	

mild.	 Contracted	 around	 the	 same	 time,	
his	 symptoms	 began	 slowly–a	 low-grade	
fever–and	 only	 escalated	 as	 time	 passed.	
Once	he	started	coughing	up	blood	and	re-
alized	 his	 blood	 oxygen	was	 dangerously	
low,	 he	 rushed	 to	 the	 hospital,	 where	 he	
was	put	on	oxygen	and	separated	from	his	
family.	For	the	next	5	days,	he	would	stay	
in	 the	 ICU	 alone,	 tended	 to	 by	 nurses	 in	
suits	and	masks,	unable	 to	see	his	 family.	
Upon	discharge,	he	had	to	do	10	more	days	
of	 self-isolation	 and	 began	 recovery,	 but	

even	now	he	hasn’t	fully	healed.
	 Ariel	 Montero	 is	 an	 NPHS	 stu-
dent	 who	 moved	 to	 Spain	 for	 what	 was	
supposed	 to	 be	 a	 half-year	 stay.	 But	 that	
could	be	extended,	and	right	now	he’s	not	
allowed	to	leave	his	house.	Over	a	month	
ago,	 the	 city	 he’s	 living	 in,	 Sanlúcar	 De	
Barrameda,	 imposed	 strict	 traveling	 bans	
to	 help	 stop	 the	 spread	 of	 the	 virus.	 For	
now,	Montero	and	his	family	are	cooped	up	
in	a	4-room	apartment,	passing	 their	 food	
through	 bleach	 for	 extra	 insurance	 and	
finding	innovative	ways	to	spend	their	time	

and	contact	 friends.	But	 they	are	 all	 safe,	
and	that	is	what	these	measures	are	in	place	
to	insure.	These	three	people,	who	have	all	
had	personal	experiences	with	COVID-19,	
all	much	earlier	than	us,	share	one	piece	of	
advice:	 The	 Coronavirus	 should	 be	 taken	
very	seriously.
	 For	Chow,	even	though	he	is	relieved	
to	have	gotten	over	the	worst	of	it	so	early	
(he	was	 the	first	COVID-19	patient	 in	his	
hospital’s	ICU),	he	still	sees	the	importance	
of	 the	guidelines	put	 in	place.	 “After	 I’m	

better	

I	 will	 continue	 to	 practice	 strict	 physical	
distancing.	We	 don’t	 know	 enough	 about	
immunity	to	act	like	we	are	fully	immune	
after	 recovery,”	Chow	 said.	He	was	 sick.	
He	was	alone.	And	he	was	scared.	 It’s	an	
experience	 he	 never	 wants	 to	 have	 to	 go	
through	 again,	 and	 he	 hopes	 no	 one	 else	
has	 to	 either.	 He	 urges,	 “COVID-19	 is	
crushing,	both	physically	and	emotionally.	
Please	stay	at	home	and	practice	physical	
distancing.	 Keeping	 more	 people	 healthy	
mitigates	undue	risk	to	our	healthcare	pro-
viders	who	have	families	of	their	own.”

	 For	Rock,	the	low	came	just	before	
his	mom	called	 him.	He	was	 in	 pain,	 ex-
hausted,	 and	 had	 a	 raging	 fever.	 As	 she	
prayed	over	him,	his	fever	broke,	an	event	
he	can	only	describe	as	a	miracle,	and	from	
then	on	he	experienced	some	aches	(“like	I	
had	just	done	12	seconds	with	Mohammad	
Ali”),	 but	 his	 path	 to	 recovery	was	 clear.	
Now	his	focus	is	on	helping	others.	He	cau-
tions	everyone	to	wear	a	mask,	even	if	you	
aren’t	 at	 risk,	 because	 “you’re	 not	 out	 to	
protect	yourself.	You’re	out	 to	protect	ev-
eryone	around	you.”	At	one	point,	he	was	
anxious	that	he	might	die	because	the	virus	
hit	much	harder	than	he	had	expected,	and	
he	 is	 healthy,	 fit	 and	 relatively	 young,	 so	
his	concerns	are	for	the	people	most	at	risk,	
like	the	elderly	and	unfit,	who	will	take	it	
much	worse	 than	 he	 did.	Montero	 shares	
that	sentiment.	A	healthy	teenager,	the	risk	
for	him	is	low.	But	he	isn’t	thinking	about	
himself	 right	 now.	 “For	me	 being	 locked	
inside	isn’t	even	the	worst	of	it.	It’s	know-
ing	 that	 there	 are	 people	 who	 don’t	 care	
and	because	of	the	people	are	going	to	keep	
dying	by	the	thousands.”	We	are	in	a	scary	
world	 right	 now,	 and	 it	 is	 imperative	 that	
we	do	our	part	to	stop	the	spread.	Because	
as	Clement	Chow	puts	it:	“I	know	I	am	one	
of	the	lucky	ones	–	I	survived.	Others	have	
not	been	so	lucky.”

	 I	 think	 we	 can	 all	 truthfully	 say	
that	2020	has	been	one	of	the	most	event-
ful	years	this	century;	or	keeping	the	pure	
irony	of	the	situation	in	mind,	 it	has	been	
dreadfully	uneventful	as	we	all	(hopefully)	
cower	 in	 our	 houses	 in	 fear	 of	 the	 coro-
navirus.	Quarantine	 is	 definitely	 not	what	
was	expected	this	year.	At	the	beginning	of	
a	new	decade,	we	were	a	hopeful	audience,	
waiting	for	2020	to	be	as	fruitful	as	prom-
ised.	 Instead,	 we’ve	 spent	 nearly	 a	 solid	
month	sitting	at	home,	taking	online	class-
es,	and	basically	drinking	bottles	of	Purell	
because	your	dad	is	super	paranoid…	or	is	
that	just	me?
	 This	 pandemic	 has	 honestly	 been	
the	most	eye-opening	experience	of	my	life.	

In	the	32	days	that	I’ve	sat	at	home	waiting	
for	this	quarantine	to	be	lifted,	I’ve	watched	
unprecedented	human	behavior	unfold	be-
fore	my	eyes.	I’ve	watched	people	throw-
ing	punches	over	toilet	paper,	mothers	cry-
ing	over	empty	diaper	aisles,	and	the	voices	
of	Italians	flooding	the	streets	as	they	sing	
from	their	balconies.	 I’ve	watched	people	
beat	innocent	Asians	in	the	streets	(why	do	
we	 never	 talk	 about	 racism	 against	Asian	
people	by	the	way?),	the	governor	of	New	
York	begging	for	ventilators	and	healthcare	
professionals	from	across	the	globe	coming	
together	to	fight	this	seemingly	unbeatable	
fire.	Situations	like	these	bring	out	the	best	
and	the	worst	in	people,	and	as	children	of	
the	21st	century,	we	get	to	watch	it	all	un-
fold	in	front	of	our	eyes.
	 I’m	 positive	 that	 this	 quarantine	
should	 be	 taken	 as	 a	 learning	 experience.	
We’ve	seen	what	can	happen	when	we	all	
come	together,	and	what	can	happen	when	

we	 spend	 our	 time	 fighting	 each	 other.	
We’ve	seen	what	happens	 to	nature	when	
humanity	 leaves	 the	 equation,	 and	 we’ve	
seen	 what	 happens	 when	 a	 businessman	
is	our	president.	I	hope	that	this	horrifying	
experience	can	be	taken	with	its	nearly	in-
visible	silver	linings.	As	scary	as	this	is,	if	
this	experience	changes	nothing,	I	will	be	
much	more	concerned	about	 the	 future	of	
our	world.

MATTHIAS	LAI
Staff	Writer

From 4/22/2020

“After I’m better I will continue to prac-
tice strict physical distancing. We don’t 
know enough about immunity to act like 

we are fully immune after recovery.”
- Clement Chow

KEY DATE
MARCH

1111
The WHO officially declares 
COVID-19 a pandemic and 

the NBA suspends its season. 
Two days later, Ulster County 

schools shut down for “at 
least” two weeks.

REETI	PATEL
Writer

From 4/22/2020

Quarantine	-	Spring	2020

Are	We	Missing	Something?
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themaroon@newpaltz.k12.ny.us
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Illustration	by	Emma	Bakker

Six	Feet	Apart
ANONYMOUS

From 4/23/2020

Six	feet	apart	becomes	six	miles	apart	
when	an	infinite	stretch	of	time	be-

comes	3-6	months.	

The	mask	feels	like	it’s	choking	me,	
even	after	my	shaking	hands	rip	it	off	

in	a	panic.	

Virtual	farewells	are	the	most	painful.

Living	with	the	constant	wondering	of	
“will	I	get	to	visit	one	more	time”	has	
cemented	its	overwhelming	presence	

in	my	mind.

Two	hourglasses	have	been	turned,	but	
one	is	running	much	faster	than	the	

other.

I	stand	six	feet	away,	watching	help-
lessly	as	time	slips	away.	

Graphics Emma	Bakker



Quarantine	-	Spring	2020 The	Murder	of	George	Floyd 54
What	Does	It	Mean	To	Be	A	Hero	Today?

	 In	a	 time	wrought	with	many	un-
certainties	 and	 stresses,	 it	 is	 important	 to	
work	together,	to	support	each	other,	and	to	
find	good	in	the	seemingly	all-bad.	We	are	
living	in	a	global	crisis–every	single	fam-
ily	in	the	world	is	dealing	with	what	would	
have	been	unfathomable	a	few	months	ago,	
countless	lives	are	being	reinvented	under	
challenging	circumstances,	and	healthcare	
workers	are	putting	 their	 lives	on	 the	 line	
for	 our	 safety.	 It	 is	 impossible	 to	 avoid	
feelings	 of	 dread	when	 every	 single	 con-
versation,	news	story,	and	article	we	con-
sume	 circles	 around	 fear,	 trauma,	 stress,	
and	 death.	 So,	 let’s	 find	 something	 good:	
something	worth	our	attention,	that	will	re-
mind	us	of	our	humanity	and	keep	us	sane.	
Something	that	will	prove	to	us	that,	even	
though	 the	sense	of	 the	unknown	 is	over-
whelming,	we	still	have	each	other.
	 Let’s	 start	 with	 the	 obvious:	 our	
health	 care	 workers	 are	 heroes.	 Working	
harder	 than	 ever	 in	 conditions	 that	 seem	
dystopian	and	unreal,	and	fighting	for	their	
patients	lives	while	also	having	to	maintain	
their	 wellness.	 Constantly	 putting	 them-
selves	 in	 harm’s	 way,	 dedicated	 to	 a	 job	
that	seems	impossible	and	frightening,	but	
is	truly	necessary.	We	are	lucky	enough	to	
say	that	our	health	care	positions	are	filled	
with	people	who	are	constantly	stepping	up	
and	performing	unimaginable	tasks	–	peo-
ple	who	just	a	few	months	ago	could	never	
have	imagined	that	this	is	what	they	would	
be	dealing	with.
	 Our	 teachers	 are	 heroes.	 With	
schools	 closed	 and	 millions	 of	 students	
home,	our	teachers	have	had	to	reevaluate	
their	 jobs,	 what	 they	 are	 needed	 for,	 and	
what	 they	 can	 do	 with	 unique	 influence.	
How	can	we	make	distance	learning	work	
for	everyone?	Honestly,	we	can’t.	There	are	
countless	variables	in	each	home	that	will	
contribute	 to	a	student’s	online	education,	
not	 to	 mention	 the	 fact	 that	 every	 single	
family	is	in	a	crisis.	But	our	teachers	are	in	
a	crisis	 too,	with	 their	own	families,	chil-
dren,	 and	 stressors	 that	 they	 have	 to	 deal	
with	everyday.	And,	at	least	in	my	case,	my	
teachers	 have	 been	 a	 grounding	 constant,	
ensuring	that	mental	health	is	number	one	
on	the	priority	list.	
	 Our	 influencers	 are	 stepping	 up	
into	the	role	of	our	heroes.	Many	of	them	
already	 have	 a	 fan	 base	who	 support	 and	
love	them	which	makes	them	reaching	out	
even	more	 important.	Celebrities	 are	 put-
ting	 on	 Online	 Concerts,	 Disney	 Sing-a-

longs,	 promoting	 followers	 to	 stay	 home	
and	practice	 social	distancing.	They	are	a	
voice	of	comfort	through	all	of	the	chaos.
	 Parents	 are	 our	 heroes!	 Millions	
of	parents	 are	home	 right	now	either	 em-
ployed,	or	unemployed	and	having	to	pro-
vide	round-the-clock	childcare.	If	they	are	
an	 essential	 worker,	 countless	 older	 sib-
lings	have	had	to	step	in	to	be	the	support	
for	the	younger	child,	while	also	keeping	up	
with	school	work.	They	are	most	definitely	
our	 heroes.	 Parents	 of	 children	who	 have	
disabilities,	 and	 the	 children	 themselves,	
who	often	have	extreme	needs	 for	a	solid	
routine	are	our	heros,	having	to	constantly	
overcome	daily	struggles	while	also	carry-
ing	the	burden	of	stress	at	all	hours.	Parents	
who	are	unemployed	are	our	heroes.	With	
a	 limited	 source	 of	 income,	 these	 parents	
have	to	be	stronger	than	ever	for	their	chil-
dren	and	deserve	a	huge	amount	of	support	
and	recognition.	
	 In	a	world	that	looks	like	this	one,	
we	 are	 all	 heroes.	You	 can	be	 a	 doctor,	 a	
teacher,	 an	 influencer,	 a	 parent,	 or	maybe	

CALLA	SAVELSON
Writer

From 4/20/2020

something	 else	 entirely.	 Maybe	 you’ve	
been	laid	off,	maybe	you	live	alone,	or	you	
are	 suffering	 from	mental	 illness,	 or	 per-
haps	you	are	just	a	high	school	kid	who	is	
stuck	in	the	house	with	your	family	all	day.	
You	are	a	hero	for	staying	home	and	prac-
ticing	social	distancing,	for	being	strong	for	
those	around	you,	and	staying	away	 from	
your	loved	ones	for	safety.	You	are	a	hero	
for	picking	up	 the	phone	 to	 call	 someone	
who	might	be	suffering,	for	finding	a	new	
hobby	or	 project	 to	maintain	your	mental	
health,	for	reading	a	book,	or	getting	really	
into	a	TV	series.	We	are	heroes	for	getting	
up	each	day,	for	being	alive,	and	for	hav-
ing	each	other.	Everyone	can	be	a	hero,	and	
it’s	important	now	more	than	ever	that	we	
don’t	forget.

Signs	thanking	health	care	workers	popped	up	in	neighberhoods	throughout	the	nation.	-	Photo	via	Adam	Koplik

KEY DATE
APRIL

2828
The United States reports its 
1,000,000th COVID-19 case. 

Three days later, New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo announces 

schools will not reopen for the 
2019-20 academic year.

The	Civil	Rights	Movement	of	2020

As	I	write	this,	I’m	sitting	at	home,	
watching	 TV,	 seeing	 fires	 burn	 through-
out	 the	 nation.	 Yet,	 in	 my	 backyard,	 it’s	
nothing	but	blue	skies	and	green	grass.	 If	
I	want	 to,	 I	 could	 shut	 off	 the	 television,	
close	 Twitter,	 and	 ignore	 everything	 in	
the	country.	I	have	that	ability.	I	have	that	
privilege.	I’m	a	white	male	 in	New	Paltz,	
New	York.	Sure,	protests	are	going	on,	but	
I	know	 I	don’t	have	 to	worry	about	 them	
affecting	 me	 personally.	 I	 know	 that	 my	
life	 will	 be	 practically	 unchanged	 by	 the	
turmoil.	 If	 I	want	 to,	 I	 can	 screen	myself	
from	the	rest	of	the	world’s	issues,	and	fo-
cus	on	getting	my	homework	done.	But	this	
is	not	the	time	for	shielding.	This	is	not	the	
time	for	being	neutral	on	issues.	This	 is	a	
time	to	make	your	voice	heard,	and	that’s	
what	 I’m	doing.	Even	 though	 it’s	 through	
a	school	newspaper,	that’s	what	I’m	doing.

George	 Floyd	 was	 murdered.	
That’s	 not	 an	 opinion	 or	 a	 political	 state-
ment.	 George	 Floyd	 was	 killed	 by	 a	 po-
liceman,	 while	 three	 other	 officers,	 who	
took	 the	 oath	 to	 serve	 and	 protect	 Floyd,	
watched	 it	happen.	Watching	 the	video	of	
Floyd’s	death	brought	 tears	 to	my	eyes.	 I	
saw	a	man	die.	The	murder	of	a	man	over	
a	 suspected	 forged	 $20	 bill.	 Is	 that	 the	
price	 of	 a	 life?	As	 the	 officer	 kneeled	 on	
Floyd’s	neck,	the	analogy	was	too	accurate.

Our	country	has	some	great	quali-

ties.	 But	 it	 is	 riddled	with	 problems,	 and	
these	 issues	 have	 been	 ingrained	 into	 our	
systems.	 Racism	 in	 this	 nation	 has	 never	
gone	away;	it’s	just	been	made	less	obvious.	
Sure,	slavery	and	Jim	Crow	laws	are	gone,	
but	 that	 doesn’t	 mean	 that	 we	 are	 equal.

According	to	the	2018	US	Census	
Data,	the	American	poverty	rate	is	11.8%.	
However,	the	poverty	rate	among	African-
Americans	 people	 shoots	 up	 to	 20.8%,	
with	 it	 lowering	 to	10.1%	for	whites.	Ac-
cording	 to	 a	 2016	 Survey	 of	 Consumer	
Finances,	 the	 average	 wealth	 of	 white	
people	is	$900.6K.	That	number	plummets	
to	 $139.9K	 for	 black	 people.	 The	 same	
survey	 showed	 that	 the	 top	 10	 percent	 of	
Americans	 own	over	 77%	of	 the	 nation’s	
wealth,	yet	88.5%	of	them	are	white.	Just	
2.2%	are	black,	despite	black	people	mak-
ing	 up	 13%	 of	 the	 population.	 In	 a	 truly	
equal	 society,	 the	 percent	 of	 a	 population	
made	up	by	each	race	would	be	equivalent	
to	their	appearance	in	each	percentile.	A	lot	
of	 this	 inequality	 has	 to	 do	with	 years	 of	
redlining	 from	 banks	 that	 made	 it	 harder	
for	 families	 in	 predominantly	 black	 dis-
tricts	to	get	loans.	But	it	doesn’t	stop	there.

A	 2001	 estimate	 from	 the	 Bu-
reau	 of	 Justice	 Statistics	 showed	 that	 1	
in	 3	 black	 men	 in	America	 are	 likely	 to	
be	 imprisoned	 at	 some	point	 in	 their	 life,	
compared	 to	 1	 in	 17	white	men	 and	 1	 in	
9	of	all	men.	For	women,	it’s	more	of	the	
same.	 Despite	 1	 in	 56	 women	 likely	 to	
be	 imprisoned,	 that	 number	 ends	 up	 at	 1	
in	 18	 when	 talking	 about	 black	 women,	
and	 down	 to	 1	 in	 117	 for	 white	 women.

Systemic	racism	is	apparent	in	our	
education	 system	 as	 well.	 According	 to	
the	 National	 Center	 for	 Education	 Statis-
tics,	 the	average	graduation	rate	for	white	
people	 in	 the	US	 is	89%,	4%	higher	 than	
the	 national	 average.	 For	 African-Amer-
icans,	 the	 rate	 goes	 down	 to	 79%.	These	
systems	 fall	 into	 policing	 too,	 which	 has	
catalyzed	 the	 protests.	 In	 2015,	 accord-
ing	 to	 MappingPoliceViolence.org,	 36%	
of	 unarmed	 people	 killed	 by	 police	 were	
black.	Almost	 1	 in	 3	 black	 people	 killed	
by	police	 in	2015	were	unarmed,	and	out	
of	 the	 104	 unarmed	 deaths,	 only	 13	 offi-
cers	were	charged	with	a	crime	(details	on	
all	104	killings	can	be	 found	here	https://
mappingpoliceviolence.org/unarmed).	Our	
systems	 allow	 for	 this	 cycle	 of	 racism	 to	
keep	 black	 people	 down	 and	 keep	 white	
people	 on	 the	 tip	 of	 the	 racial	 hierarchy.	

Now	that	brings	us	to	what	is	going	
on	around	our	nation	today.	While	the	pro-
tests	are	for	George	Floyd,	they	are	more-
so	a	product	of	years	of	oppression.	Years	
of	unequal	treatment	from	the	police.	Years	

of	 innocent	
black	 men	
being	 killed	
without	 jus-
tice.	African-
Amer i cans	
in	 this	 na-
tion	 are	 fed	
up.	 Protests	
are	 intend-
ed	 to	 cause	
discomfort.	
T h e y ’ v e	
tried	 peace-
ful	 protest	
–	 which,	 it	
should	 be	
noted,	 a	 vast	
majority	 of	
them	 have	
been	 –	 and	
were	 ig-
nored.	 Colin	
Kaepernick	
tried	 kneel-
ing	 during	
the	 Na-
tional	Anthem	 for	 this	 reason.	 He	wasn’t	
trying	 to	 disrespect	 veterans.	He	was	 try-
ing	 to	 bring	 light	 to	 police	 brutality.	 Not	
only	 were	 his	 pleas	 disregarded,	 but	 he	
lost	his	 job	for	 it.	Yet	now	those	who	op-
posed	 him	 want	 to	 call	 for	 nothing	 but	
peaceful	 protests?	 Those	 who	 told	 LeB-
ron	James	to,	“shut	up	and	dribble.”	Those	
who	 told	 celebrities	 who	 make	 political	
speeches	 during	 the	 Oscars	 or	 Grammys	
that	it’s	not	the	time?	This	is	what	happens.

The	 leader	 of	 the	 free	 world	 is	
making	 statements	 through	Twitter	where	
he	 looks	 to	 do	 nothing	 but	 further	 divide	
the	nation.	Videos	are	circulating	of	police	
officers	instigating	violence	in	some	areas,	
breaking	 up	 peaceful	 protests,	 leading	 to	
predictably	 violent	 responses.	 Press	 have	
been	arrested	for	doing	their	job.	Yet,	Don-
ald	 Trump	 is	 hiding	 behind	 a	 screen	 and	
making	things	worse,	only	showing	his	face	
when	he	decides	it’s	time	to	violate	the	first	
amendment	rights	of	peaceful	protesters	so	
he	can	have	his	little	photo-op.	The	Presi-
dent	of	the	United	States	directed	police	to	
gas	a	completely	non-violent	protest,	as	he	
gave	a	speech	saying	he’ll	be	sending	the	
United	States	military	into	Washington,	DC.	

As	Martin	Luther	King	Jr	put	it,	“a	
riot	 is	 the	 language	 of	 the	 unheard.”	The	
places	 with	 little	 to	 no	 violence,	 are	 not	
the	places	where	 riot	patrol	pulls	up	with	
shields,	 guns,	 and	 batons.	 They’re	 places	
like	 Flint,	 Michigan,	 where	 the	 Chief	 of	
Police	 set	 down	 his	 weapons	 and	 asked	

ADAM	KOPLIK
Editor-in-Chief
From 6/24/2020

the	 protesters,	 “how	 can	 we	 help	 you?”.	
The	places	where	 there	 is	communication	
and	compassion	between	cops	and	protest-
ers.	I	know	nowhere	near	all	police	are	bad	
people,	but	it’s	a	lot	more	than	a	few	“bad	
apples.”	When	every	experience	you	have	
with	a	cop,	you’re	treated	like	a	threat	just	
because	 of	 your	 skin	 color,	 like	 so	many	
black	men	 and	women	 in	 this	 nation	 are,	
you’re	going	to	start	 to	 think	there	are	no	
good	cops.	The	system	is	broken.	Until	good	
cops	speak	out	against	bad	cops,	and	not	just	
when	there’s	a	video,	but	when	they	witness	
injustice	themselves,	there	can’t	be	equal-
ity	in	our	nation.	The	police	are	supposed	
to	 protect	 the	 people	 in	 their	 community.	
No	one	should	be	scared	of	a	police	officer.

Equality	 should	 not	 only	 be	 pos-
sible	in	utopian	sci-fi	novels.	Racism	is	in-
grained	 in	American	history,	and	 it’s	 time	
we	stop	acting	as	if	it	has	gone	away.	With	
protests	going	on	not	 just	 in	all	50	states,	
but	throughout	the	world,	the	Black	Lives	
Matter	movement	 is	not	going	away	any-
time	soon,	and	 it	shouldn’t.	And	respond-
ing	 to	 pleas	 of	 Black	 Lives	 Matter	 with	
“All	Lives	Matter”	 is	 pure	 ignorance.	No	
one	 in	 the	 BLM	movement	 is	 saying	 all	
lives	don’t	matter.	They’re	 saying	 that	 all	
lives	 can’t	 matter,	 until	 black	 lives	 mat-
ter.	When	a	house	is	on	fire,	you	don’t	put	
water	on	houses	a	block	away	because	all	
houses	matter,	you	put	out	the	fire.		Black	
men	 and	 women	 have	 been	 ignored	 in	
this	nation	for	decades.	It’s	 time	to	 listen.

KEY DATE
MAY

2525
George Floyd, a 46-year-old 

African American man, is mur-
dered by former Minneapolis 
police officer Derek Chauvin, 
sparking racial injustice pro-

tests across the world.

New	Paltz	High	School	history	teacher	Albert	Cook	gives	a	passionate	speech	during	a	
protest	in	Kingston	–	Photo	via	Oliver	ten	Broeke
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It	has	 been	8	months	 since	 a	 stu-
dent	has	set	foot	in	New	Paltz	High	School.	
Throughout	 the	 struggles	of	 the	Covid-19	
pandemic,	high	school	students	have	relied	
on	self-motivation	during	online	 learning.	
However,	 students	 are	 not	 the	 only	 ones	
adapting	 to	 the	 new	 school	 year.	 Teach-
ers	 are	 also	 finding	 it	 difficult	 to	 spon-
taneously	 change	 their	 approach	 so	 that	
their	 lessons	 are	 feasible	 while	 remote.	

“I	 feel	 like	 a	 first-year	 teacher,”	
says	 30-year	 veteran	 chemistry	 teacher	
and	 student	 government	 advisor	 Stephan-
nie	 Costello.	 “There	 is	 a	 disconnect	 be-
tween	 teachers	 and	 students.	 A	 student	
will	never	see	me,	and	I’ll	never	see	them,	
yet	 they	 can	 still	 do	 well	 in	 my	 class.”

The	 New	 Paltz	 Central	 School	
District	 has	 adopted	Google	Meet,	 a	 vid-
eo	 communication	 service	 first	 devel-
oped	 by	Google	 in	 2017.	The	 app	 allows	
students	 to	 mute	 and/or	 shut	 off	 their	
cameras	 while	 still	 present	 in	 the	 chat.	
Costello	 has	 become	 concerned	 about	
this	 habit	 because	 she	 is	 “scared	 that	 our	
interpersonal	 connections	 will	 change.”

Long	 time	 English	 teacher,	 Joe	
Dolan,	 feels	 similarly	 with	 Costello	 that	
there	 is	a	void	between	teachers	and	their	
students	this	school	year.	“I’m	finding	more	
and	more	that	you	have	to	spend	time	with	
students	individually,”	he	says.	“You	only	
have	40	minutes	in	a	class	online,	so	you’re	
not	 building	 the	 relationships	 as	 quickly	

as	 you	 would	 in	 a	 normal	 school	 year.”	
In	 addition	 to	 interpersonal	 relationships,	
teachers	are	also	finding	it	more	challeng-
ing	to	balance	their	work	and	personal	life.	

“It	 has	 become	 arduous,”	 Dolan	
says.	“I’m	still	figuring	it	out.”	This	school	
has	 brought	 an	 even	 more	 massive	 de-
mand	for	teachers	than	ever	before.	Many	
teachers	have	been	 saying	 that	 they	work	
on	weekdays	 from	dawn	 to	dusk.	Stepha-
nnie	 Costello	 says,	 “I’m	 a	 doctor	 always	
on	call.	 I’m	grading	everything	2-3	 times	
a	 day,	 answering	 questions,	 and	 giving	
lessons	 the	 entire	 day	 without	 a	 break.”

While	 it’s	 evident	 that	 remote	
learning	has	made	an	already	stressful	job	
even	more	stressful,	students	at	New	Paltz	
High	 School	 have	 similar	 feelings.	 “The	
most	 changed	 aspect	 this	 year	 is	 peer-to-
peer	 relationships,”	 says	 4-year	 student	
government	 representative	 and	 Senior	
Class	 President	 Hope	 Nitza.	 “Students	
have	no	idea	who	they	are	in	a	class	with	
anymore,	 and	 it’s	 extremely	 frustrating.”	
With	 students	 not	 being	 able	 to	 interact	
personally,	the	school’s	shared	sense	of	be-
longing	has	diminished.	Nitza	says,	“even	
freshmen	have	not	had	a	sense	of	commu-
nity.	This	is	going	to	take	a	big	hit	for	sure.”

Amidst	 the	 Covid-19	 shut	 down,	
schools	 are	 having	 a	 hard	 time	 involv-
ing	 the	 students	 without	 the	 aid	 of	 clubs	
and	 sports.	 “There’s	 no	 way	 to	 get	 in-
volved,”	Nitza	says,	“everything	 involved	
in	 a	 college	 application	 is	 missing.”

Hope	 Nitza	 is	 not	 the	 only	 one	
who	 realizes	 the	 critical	 role	 of	 extracur-
riculars.	In	fact,	many	students	believe	that	
extracurricular	 activities	 hold	 more	 pur-

KEY DATE
SEPT

88
New Paltz High School students 
begin their classes for the 2020-

21 academic year, with one 
slight caveat - it’s virtual.

New	Paltz	High	School	Reflects	on	Remote	Learning	
Amid	the	COVID-19	Pandemic

AIDAN	SHEEDY
Staff	Writer

From 11/1/2020

pose	and	substance	than	traditional	classes.	
Luckily,	New	Paltz	High	School	Principal,	
Dr.	Mario	Fernández,	 says,	 “If	 I	 can	help	
it,	 I	am	not	going	 to	allow	us	 to	 lose	any	
of	 our	 classes	 that	 a	 lot	 of	 young	 people	
use	 to	explore	and	empower	 themselves.”

Looking	 for	 a	 sense	 of	 normal-
ity,	 students	 should	 feel	 excited	 about	
going	 back	 to	 school–	 even	 the	 students	
that	 used	 to	 say	 they	 hate	 it.	The	 dubbed	
“hybrid	 learning”	 plan	 has	 been	 set	 in	
motion.	As	 of	 press	 time,	 students	 in	 the	
New	Paltz	Central	School	District	will	be	
returning	 to	 a	 structured	 in-person	 class-
room	 starting	 Thursday,	 November	 12.	

“There’s	 something	 electric	when	
people	 come	 together,”	 Fernández	 says.	
Ideally,	Dr.	Fernández	is	looking	to	acquire	
new	 technology	 to	 allow	 students	 staying	
remote	 and	 the	 students	 in	 hybrid	 to	 col-
laborate	 and	 interact	with	 each	other	dur-
ing	a	live	class.	“If	I	get	my	way,”	he	says,	
“We’re	 looking	 at	 new	 technology	 like	
Logistics	 and	 Zoom	 Now	 that	 will	 bring	
the	 remote	 students	 into	 the	 classroom.”

In	 terms	of	 concerns	 for	 a	 hybrid	
system,	 Dr.	 Fernández	 has	 his	 priorities	
in	 students’	 screen	 time.	 “We	 are	 going	
back	 to	 school,”	 he	 says,	 “but	 the	 reality	
is	 that	 you	 will	 have	 homework	 that	 re-
quires	you	to	be	on	the	computer	anyway.”

It	 has	 become	 a	 more	 common	
theme	 among	 high	 school	 students	 that	
they	can’t	find	as	much	time	for	the	lighter	
things	in	life	due	to	a	combination	of	work-
load	and	 strictly	being	on	a	computer.	As	
Dr.	Fernández	notices	this	in	conversations	
with	students,	he	has	realized,	“you	do	your	
work,	but	you	gotta	be	able	 to	play	 too.	 I	

don’t	 want	 to	 take	 away	 your	 playtime.”
As	peculiar	and	dark	the	world	has	

been,	Joe	Dolan	has	come	around	to	see	the	
optimistic	side	of	things.	He	says,	“I	think	
that	we’re	 going	 to	 come	 out	 of	 this,	 re-
flect	on	 it,	 and	find	out	what	worked	and	
what	 didn’t.”	 In	 a	 world	 where	 elemen-
tary	 school	 students	 have	 to	 be	 respon-
sible	for	their	own	education	and	teachers	
are	 working	 around	 the	 clock	 every	 day,	
there	 is	 hope	 that	 progress	 is	 possible.

TALIA FEINSOD’S TIPS FOR SURVIVING REMOTE LEARNING
 1
2
3
4
5

Set your alarm earlier than you want to wake up so hitting the snooze button doesn’t make you late. 

Make distinctions between school and not school.

Keep your body healthy.

Drink water!

Pay attention to what’s happening.

KEY DATE
NOV

77
After days of counting, the 2020 
election is finally called for for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden, 
defeating incumbent Donald 

Trump, who refused to concede.

Election	Day…or	Week…or	Month?

The	Election	of	the	Century

	 On	 November	 7,	 2020	 the	 presi-
dential	election	race	was	finally	called	after	
four	 exhausting	days.	 	Vice	President	 Joe	
Biden	took	the	win	with	a	total	of	306	elec-
toral	 votes,	 including	 votes	 from	 the	 Re-
publican	leading	swing	states	Nevada	and	
Georgia,	while	 Incumbent	President	Don-
ald	 Trump	 lost	 with	 232	 electoral	 votes.	
Biden,	 the	Democratic	 candidate	won	 the	
popular	vote	with	roughly	75	million	votes,	
5	million	ahead	of	Trump,	his	Republican	
opponent	who	won	about	70	million	votes.	
	 On	 social	 media	 platforms	 like	
Twitter,	 Instagram,	 TikTok,	 and	 Face-
book,	 celebrations	 for	 the	 new	 president-
elect	 broke	 out	 soon	 after	 the	 election	
was	 called.	 Citizens	 in	 cities	 like	 New	
York	City,	Atlanta,	Los	Angeles,	Washing-
ton	D.C.,	and	more	all	across	 the	country	
were	 excited	 to	 hear	 the	 news,	 represent-
ing	flags,	dancing,	playing	music,	and	cel-
ebrating	 the	 outcome	 of	 the	 most	 impor-
tant	 election	 this	 country	 has	 ever	 faced.	
	 Here	 in	 the	 Town	 of	 New	 Paltz,	

citizens	 also	 rejoiced.	 	 “I	 personally	 am	
relieved	 with	 the	 results	 of	 the	 election,	
it	 feels	 like	 a	 weight	 has	 been	 lifted	 off	
my	 chest,	 ”	 says	 16	 year	 old	 New	 Paltz	
High	 School	 student	 Kendall	 Lucchesi.
	 While	a	weight	may	have	been	lift-
ed	after	the	election,	Kendall	acknowledg-
es	that	there	are	other	battles	that	still	affect	
her.	“[With]	the	recent	nomination	of	Amy	
Coney	Barrett,	I’ve	been	stressed	about	my	
personal	rights	as	a	woman,”	Kendall	says.		
“Knowing	 that	 Mr.	 Trump	 doesn’t	 care	
about	anyone	who	isn’t	a	white	straight	cis-
male	has	made	the	stress	increasing	worse.”	
	 Kendall	 continues,	 “but	 now	 that	
Joe	 Biden	 has	 been	 elected,	 I	 feel	 my	
rights	 are	 a	 little	 more	 protected.”	 Amy	
Coney	Barrett	was	nominated	by	President	
Trump	 in	October	of	2020,	and	when	she	
was	appointed	people	were	angry.	She	has	
expressed	 her	 belief	 that	 abortion	 should	
be	 illegal	completely	and	 if	 a	woman	has	
an	 abortion,	 she	 should	 be	 sentanced	 jail	
time.	 Taking	 away	women’s	 reproductive	
rights	is	not	a	good	step	to	unify	a	country.	
	 Speaking	of	unity,	New	Paltz	citi-
zens	 are	 hopeful	 for	 the	 next	 four	 years.		
“Hopefully	 in	 the	 next	 four	 years	we	 see	

a	 shift	 and	 change	 in	 the	 racism	 in	 the	
country,”	 Says	 18	 year	 old	 New	 Paltz	
High	 School	 alumni	 Sharai	 Martinez.	
“hopefully	 [Joe	 Biden]	 unifies	 the	 coun-
try	 and	 that	 this	 pandemic	 is	 handled	 the	
way	it	should	have	been	a	long	time	ago.”	
	 As	we	have	seen	in	the	past	eight	
months,	 the	 Covid-19	 pandemic	 has	 tak-
en	 a	 toll	 on	 everyone’s	 lives.	 Whether	
you’re	 a	 student,	 someone	 with	 under-
lying	 health	 issues,	 or	 knows	 someone	
who	 has	 contracted	 or	 unfortunately	 died	
from	 the	 virus,	 it	 is	 slowing	 the	 coun-
try	down.	The	 fear	 that	has	been	 instilled	
in	 American	 citizens	 and	 undocumented	
people	 in	 America	 alike	 is	 ridiculous.	
	 But	this	election	is	not	all	celebra-
tory.	 	Many	 local	 residents	 are	 also	wor-
ried	 about	 what	 the	 next	 four	 years	 may	
bring.		Coleen	Erazo,	mother	to	New	Paltz	
alumni	Alexis	 Erazo,	 explains	 that,	 “I’m	
afraid	of	Trump	supporters	and	also	afraid	
to	put	full	trust	in	any	politicians	that	they	
will	follow	through	on	important	policies.”	
	 In	the	past	four	years,	America	has	
seen	the	dedication	of	Trump’s	supporters.	
The	bigotry	and	hate	that	has	been	spread	is	
truly	astonishing.	In	the	same	vein	as	Era-

zo,	Kendall	 	claims	 that	“Joe	Biden	 faces	
the	 daunting	 challenge	 of	 reunifying	 the	
people	 of	 our	 divided	 country.”	 She	 con-
fides	that,	“My	worst	fear	is	that	the	divide	
may	grow,	but	I’m	hopeful	that	[Joe	Biden]	
will	 be	 successful	 in	 healing	 our	 coun-
try.”	 Sharai’s	 response	 was	 similar.	 “I’m	
scared	 that	 the	people	 elected	won’t	keep	
their	promises.	Although	we’ve	seen	Biden	
in	 office	 already	we	 haven’t	 seen	 him	 as	
president,”	 Martinez	 explains.	 “That	 can	
be	 scary	 since	 we	 don’t	 know	 what	 he’s	
capable	of.	Other	 than	 that,	 I’m	hopeful.”	
	 There	 is	 no	 surprise	 that	 people	
don’t	 put	 their	 trust	 into	 politicians	 any-
more.	Since	Trump’s	presidency,	we	have	
seen	a	shift	in	what	this	country	stands	for,	
which	 should	 never	 be	 the	 case.	America	
is	 a	 “melting	 pot”	 of	 all	 different	 races,	
religions,	 sexualities,	 and	 cultures,	 and	
we	need	 to	 treat	 everyone	 equally.	 It	will	
be	hard	but	in	the	eyes	of	these	New	Paltz	
citizens,	 there	 is	 hope.	 There	 is	 hope	 to	
unify	 this	 country	 like	 it	 once	 was	 be-
fore	 President	 Trump	 was	 elected.	 A	 lot	
of	 hardships	 will	 be	 faced,	 but	 with	 the	
right	 people	 listening	 to	 the	 concerns	
of	 the	 American	 people,	 it	 is	 possible.

	 Tuesday,	 November	 3,	 2020.	
Since	President	Donald	Trump’s	2017	 in-
auguration,	Democrats	 have	had	 this	 date	
circled	 on	 their	 calendars	 as	 their	 chance	
to	 unseat	 the	 most	 polarizing	 President	
in	 history.	Their	 challenger?	 Former	Vice	
President	 Joe	 Biden.	 The	 Trump-Biden	
race	 has	 been	 one	 of	 the	 most	 dividing,	
longest,	and	loudest	campaigns	in	history,	
with	 personal	 attacks	 taking	 precedent	
over	 policy.	 Yet,	 on	 November	 3,	 it	 will	
all	come	to	an	end	–	or	at	least,	we	hope.
	 The	 COVID-19	 pandemic	 has	
thrown	 the	 entire	world	 into	 a	 spiral,	 and	
the	 Presidential	 race	 is	 no	 different.	 Due	
to	 the	 disease’s	 destructive	 path,	 precau-
tions	have	been	taken	to	protect	voters	for	
months–the	 most	 talked-about	 of	 mail-in	
voting.	 Mail-in	 voting	 has	 been	 a	 thing	
for	years,	under	the	title	“absentee”,	how-
ever,	many	states	are	now	experiencing	 it	
on	 a	 larger	 scale	 than	 ever.	While	Trump	
has	 accused	 the	method	of	 inciting	 fraud,	
many	studies	have	shown	that	 the	mail-in	
ballots	are	rarely	fraudulent,	as	voting	se-

curity	 increases	 when	 it	 comes	 to	 them.	
Nonetheless,	Republicans	across	the	nation	
are	 in	 court	 attempting	 to	 require	 states	
to	 discount	 votes	 received	 after	 Election	
Day	 even	 if	 they	 are	 postmarked	 before.	
These	 cases	 could	 disenfranchise	 many	
voters,	 specifically	 military	 and	 over-
seas	personnel,	whose	votes	don’t	usually	
come	in	until	far	after	the	election	is	over.
	 Mail-in	voting	is	far	from	perfect,	
however.	Many	states	are	incredibly	unpre-
pared	for	the	plethora	of	ballots	that	will	be	
cast	through	the	mail	this	year	and	rely	on	
vastly	outdated	policies	for	counting	votes.	
While	Florida	often	practices	mail-in	voting	
and	has	many	plans	to	count	early	ballots,	
states	 like	New	York	 don’t	 start	 counting	
mail-in	votes	until	polls	close	on	November	
3.	While	New	York	is	a	blue	state	through	
and	through,	Pennsylvania,	Michigan,	and	
Wisconsin’s	dated	policies	bring	forth	fears	
of	a	drawn	out	process	where	we	don’t	know	
the	 next	 President	 until	 mid-November.
	 Due	 to	 fears	 of	 ballots	 submit-
ted	 after	Election	Day	not	being	counted,	
Democratic	 leaders	 have	 urged	 voters	 to	
either	vote	 in-person	or	 to	drop	 their	bal-
lot	off	at	a	dropbox	that	will	ensure	its	de-
livery	rather	than	press	their	luck	with	the	

United	 States	 Postal	 Service,	 which	 has	
had	 its	 budget	 slashed	 leading	 to	 slower	
mail.	 Many	 have	 listened,	 as	 early	 vot-
ing	 (which	 includes	 both	 vote-by-mail	
and	in-person)	has	had	historic	turnout.	In	
Texas,	 which	 is	 suddenly	 a	 toss-up	 state,	
more	 people	 have	 voted	 early	 as	 of	 Oc-
tober	 30	 than	 in	 the	 entire	 2016	 election.
	 The	 Trump	 campaign	 has	 sug-
gested	 that	 the	President	could	be	 leading	
on	election	night	and	the	Democrats	could	
“steal”	the	election	in	the	ensuing	days,	but	
counting	votes	 is	not	 stealing	an	election.	
Pennsylvania	estimates	2.6	million	absen-
tee/mail-in	 ballots,	 the	 counting	 of	which	
won’t	be	begin	until	the	polls	close	at	8	PM	
on	November	3.	This	is	10x	more	than	2016,	
and	counting	these	ballots	is	going	to	take	
time.	So,	yes,	early	returns	out	of	PA	will	
lean	Trump	as	his	voters	are	primarily	vot-
ing	in-person,	but	we	won’t	know	the	winner	
for	a	few	days	as	all	the	votes	are	counted.
	 November	 3	 will	 be	 a	 histor-
ic	 date	 in	 our	 nation’s	 history.	 No	 one	
knows	 what’s	 going	 to	 happen,	 but	 one	
thing	 is	 for	 sure.	 Next	 January,	 some-
one	 born	 in	 the	 1940s	 will	 be	 sworn	
in	 as	 President	 of	 the	 United	 States.
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On	 January	 6,	 2021,	 the	 United	 States	 Capitol	 fell	 under	 attack	 from	 a	 group	 of	 rioters,	 inspired	 by	 President	 Trump’s	
claim	 that	 the	 election	 was	 fraudulent.	 With	 the	 entire	 world’s	 eyes	 on	 the	 nation’s	 capital,	 emotions	 ran	 high	 through-
out	 the	 US.	 As	 we	 look	 back	 at	 a	 day	 that	 will	 live	 in	 infamy,	 our	 writers	 responded	 to	 the	 challenge	 of	 putting	 their	 feelings	 into	 words.	

I	 saw	Nazis	 and	Racists	 on	 live	TV	 yes-
terday.	

I	saw	scenes	from	The	Hunger	Games	on	
the	news.	

Yet	another	“once-in-a-lifetime-event,”
I’m	17.	

I	saw	confederate	flags	and	crude	Nazi	pro-
paganda.

I	saw	the	Capitol	swarmed	by	hate.	
The	 Vice	 President	 wore	 a	 blue	 tie	 last	

night.	
Opposing	sides	spoke	in	agreement.	

I	saw	a	man.
A	man	so	drunk	on	power	and	delusion.

And	ignorance.	
I	 saw	 this	man	 bring	 shame	 to	 news	 an-

chors	with	his	words.	
They	 called	 him	 1600	 Pennsylvania	 Av-

enue.
They	 called	 him	 1600	 Pennsylvania	 Av-
enue	because	 they	can’t	bring	 themselves	

to	call	him	what	that	means.	
I	saw	a	proud	dictator.	

I	saw	domestic	terrorism.
I	 saw	 institutionalized	 racism	 and	 white	

privilege.	
We	heard	praise	and	love.

We	heard	lies.	
It’s	time	to	invoke	the	25th.	

I	Saw...
TALIA	FEINSOD

Staff	Writer
From 1/8/2020

In	response	to	the	horrors	of	January	6,	2021,	I	am	at	a	loss	for	words.	Some	may	argue	that	
what	occurred	was	predictable,	but	I	guess	in	my	mind	I	never	thought	it	would	ever	come	
to	this.	In	short,	we	witnessed	an	attempt	to	overthrow	our	government,	our	democracy,	
propelled	by	our	current	president	and	certain	members	of	Congress.	I	am	disgusted,	I	am	
unsettled,	and	I	am	saddened;	saddened	in	the	lack	of	response	from	the	police,	saddened	
by	the	lack	of	response	from	our	president,	and	saddened	by	the	lack	of	dignity	posed	
by	his	supporters.	America	was	once	seen	as	the	pinnacle	of	democracy	to	the	rest	of	the	
world	but	in	reality,	it	has	become	destructive	and	broken	under	the	tyranny	of	Mr.	Trump.	

A	Broken	Democracy
KENDALL	LUCCHESI

Staff	Writer
From 1/8/2020

It’s	kind	of	hard	 to	 think	about	all	of	 this.	We	finally	got	out	of	one	of	 the	most	dif-
ficult	and	confusing	years	of	most	of	our	lives,	and	only	a	few	days	into	the	new	one,	
democracy	is	not	only	attacked,	but	mocked	by	these	mindless	goons.	It	truly	felt	like	
some	 kind	 of	 video	 game	 I’ve	 played	 or	 a	 really	 cheesy	movie	 scene.	To	 think	 that	
14,000	were	arrested	during	the	BLM	protests	in	late	spring	to	early	summer	but	only	
83	 people	 were	 arrested	 for	 yesterday	 makes	 me	 sick	 to	 my	 stomach.	 This	 country	
needs	 a	whole	 lot	 of	 healing	 in	 a	 small	 amount	 of	 time,	 I	 just	 hope	we’re	 up	 for	 it.

Confused
MARK	LABORDE

Staff	Writer
From 1/8/2020

	 I’m	utterly	horrified	at	the	events	that	occurred	at	the	capital	Wednesday	night.	
Firstly	from	the	actions	of	the	so-called	“protesters”	who,	in	my	opinion,	feel	to	be	more	
of	domestic	terrorists.	Protesting	is	about	taking	a	stand	or	action	to	advocate	for	what	
you	believe	is	right,	not	ensuing	fear,	committing	violent	acts,	and	breaking	and	loot-
ing	 the	nation’s	capital	because	you	did	not	get	what	you	want.	These	 terrorists	have	
slandered	 the	name	of	patriotism,	claiming	 that	 they	do	what	 they	do	for	 the	good	of	
the	country	but	it’s	simply	not	true.	Having	pride	in	one’s	country	and	blindly	support-
ing	a	dangerous	and	nearing	on	 fascist	politician	are	 two	completely	different	 things.	
	 Secondly,	I’m	disturbed,	disappointed	and	yet	unsurprised	at	the	police	response	
to	this	riot.	Looking	back	on	the	events	in	June	and	July,	where	protests	for	Black	Lives	
Matter	 reached	 their	 peak,	 the	police	 response	 to	 those	protests	was	nothing	 short	 of	
brutal.	It	was	unexplainably	upsetting	to	have	to	watch	people	shot	at	with	rubber	bul-
lets,	maced,	beat,	and	thrown	into	unmarked	vans	simply	for	taking	advantage	of	their	
first	amendment	rights.	And	now,	we	see	the	people	who	actually	pose	a	threat,	and	yet,	
because	they	are	white	and	mostly	male,	they	are	widely	unharmed.	Not	only	were	they	
widley	unharmed	but	they	were	seen	taking	selfies	with	police	officers,	and	even	being	
let	through	or	aided	by	these	police	officers	that	are	supposed	to	be	protecting	the	capital.	
	 I’m	disturbed	that	I’m	growing	up	in	a	country	where	white	supremacy	is	deemed	
acceptable,	white	privilege	is	denied,	and	there	is	such	deep	ingrained	racism	and	corrup-
tion	in	our	police	force.	It’s	upsetting	in	ways	that	I’m	unable	to	explain.	I	feel	at	a	loss	for	
words	because	I	am	so	deeply	disappointed	in	so	much	of	America.	The	fact	that	our	pres-
ident	urged	this	behavior	adds	even	more	to	the	hopelessness	and	shame	I	feel,	and	I	only	
hope	that	with	Donald	Trump	out	of	office,	we	can	finally	take	a	step	in	the	right	direction.

Disturbed,	Yet	Unsurprised
MAGGIE	HEENAN

Staff	Writer
From 1/8/2020

	 My	large	family	group	chat	(origi-
nally	containing	20	people,	now	only	19)	
exploded	 after	 yesterday’s	 events	 at	 the	
Capitol.	All	of	us	were	equally	disgusted,	
but	 some	 focused	 on	 a	 half-joking	 com-
ment	 my	 older	 cousin	 made	 about	 white	
supremacists	being	shot.	They	were	upset	
and	thought	he	was	encouraging	senseless	
violence.	 One	 family	 member	 expressed	
his	disapproval	by	leaving	(“I	am	deleting	
myself	 from	 this	 text	 group	 of	 immature	
nonsense”).	 The	 conversation	 spiralled	
away	 from	where	 it	had	begun–	with	our	
mutual	 denouncement	of	 the	 extreme	hy-
pocrisy	 and	 blatant	 white	 supremacy	 on	
display	in	DC–	and	morphed	into	a	back-
and-forth	 of	 different	 interpretations	 of	
my	 cousin’s	 singular	 text.	 At	 this	 point	
another	 person	 left	 briefly,	 then	 returned,	
ratcheting	our	chat	back	up	to	19	(and	then	
he	 got	 accidentally	 deleted	 by	 my	 step	
grandmother).	 Most	 of	 us	 were	 upset	 at	
the	 direction	 our	 conversation	 had	 taken.	
Instead	of	 the	 historical	 event	we	had	 all	
just	 lived	 through,	 instead	of	 the	 rampant	
anti-Blackness	 these	 rioters	 expressed	
with	 their	 Confederate	 flags,	 instead	 of	
their	shirts	reading	“Camp	Auschwitz”	and	
“6	 million	 wasn’t	 enough”(as	 Jews,	 we	
weren’t	surprised),	we	were	focusing	on	a	
sarcastic	text	that	had	been	misinterpreted.	
	 I’m	 going	 to	 overanalyze	 some	
stuff,	so	buckle	up.	To	me,	this	entire	inter-
action	was	more	funny	than	anything	else,	
but	it	represents	an	issue	within	almost	ev-
ery	community.	Infighting	is	a	plague;	we	
find	it	much	easier	to	police	each	other’s	re-
actions	and	attitudes	than	we	do	to	criticize	
the	 larger	 systems	 at	 work.	 I	 don’t	 want	
this	to	come	off	the	wrong	way–	checking	
and	calling	out	the	language	and	behavior	
of	individuals,	especially	those	close	to	us,	
is	important.	I’m	not	talking	about	when	an	
older	family	member	says	something	trans-
phobic,	or	cancel	culture	at	all.	I’m	talking	
about	 disagreements	 within	 communities;	
different	 reactions,	 different	 perspectives,	
sarcastic	texts	that	get	misinterpreted.	This	
is	a	function	of	white	supremacy	and	many	
other	oppressive	systems:	to	divide	the	op-
pressed	 into	 smaller	 and	 smaller	 factions,	
forever	fighting	with	each	other	instead	of	
recognizing	 the	 true	 threats	 against	 them.

A	Group	Chat
ROSIE	SAVELSON

Staff	Writer
From 1/8/2020
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66
A Pro-Trump protest turns vio-
lent as the crowd, fueled by the 
lie that the election was stolen, 
raid The Capitol Building in an 
attempt to stop the ceritifcation 

of the 2020 election.
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2626
New Paltz High School returns 
to in-person learning four days 
a week, ending cohorts and al-
lowing all students and teach-

ers to learn together for the first 
time in over a year.

Looking	at	America	Through	Asian	Eyes

	 I	 really	 hit	 a	 blank	while	 writing	
this	 piece.	 	 For	 a	 few	weeks,	 I	 struggled	
with	whether	I’m	the	right	person	to	write	
this,	 whether	 my	 voice	 can	 encompass	 a	
group	of	people	whose	voice	is	startlingly	
silent.	 	 I’m	 half	 Chinese,	 and	 almost	 ev-
eryone	on	my	dad’s	side	of	the	family	has	
emigrated	 from	 China	 or	 Hong	 Kong	 to	
America.	 	 I	was	born	here,	and	my	Asian	
heritage	 doesn’t	 permeate	 my	 life	 the	
way	that	 it	does	for	most	of	my	relatives,	
but	 I	 am	 reminded	 of	 it	 often,	 and	 it	 has	
given	me	 a	 unique	 perspective	 in	 a	 town	
that’s	 overwhelmingly	white.	 	Ultimately,	
I’ve	 decided	 that	 I’m	 not	 the	 right	 per-
son	 to	write	 about	 the	 perspective	 of	 ev-
ery	Asian	 person	 in	America,	 but	 I	 have	
enough	 experience	 being	Asian	 and	 con-
versing	 with	Asian	 family	 and	 friends	 to	
write	 what	 is	 to	 my	 knowledge	 a	 shared	
experience	among	many	Asian	Americans.
	 America	 is	 facing	 another	 racial	
reckoning,	and	this	 time	Asian	Americans	
are	 in	 the	 picture.	 	 But	 the	 recent	 rise	 in	
reported	 anti-Asian	 hate	 crimes	 doesn’t	
even	begin	to	encompass	the	experience	of	
Asian	people	in	America.		This	May,	there	

has	been	a	great	din	around	Asian	American	
and	Pacific	Islander	Heritage	Month,	more	
than	I’ve	ever	seen.		In	fact,	celebration	of	
Asian	cultures	has	been	historically	muted,	
and	 most	Americans	 weren’t	 even	 aware	
of	 the	heritage	month	until	2021.	 	I	know	
I	wasn’t,	and	I	 remember	wondering	why	
there	wasn’t	an	event	recognizing	my	cul-
ture	when	I	saw	Black	history	and	Hispanic	
heritage	months	being	celebrated.	 	This	is	
not	to	say	that	those	cultures	don’t	deserve	
to	 be	 celebrated,	 or	 that	 the	 struggles	 of	
black	and	brown	communities	are	less	note-

worthy	than	those	of	the	Asian	community.		
There	is	no	comparison	for	how	people	of	
different	minority	groups	have	been	perse-
cuted,	and	 there	 is	no	competition	 for	 the	
“hardest	struggle.”		However,	the	plight	of	
Asian	Americans	is	most	definitely	down-
played	 and	 underrepresented	 in	America.
	 We	produce	a	lot	of	media	captur-

ing	 the	 experiences	 of	 black	 Americans	
and	Latino	 immigrants,	but	 there	 is	a	dis-
tinct	 dearth	 of	 literature,	 movies	 or	 TV	
shows	 featuring	 Asian	 American	 charac-
ters,	 and	 the	 discrimination	 that	 we	 face.		
That’s	probably	because	it’s	so	subtle:	until	
recently,	there	were	no	overt	signs	of	rac-
ism	against	Asians.		Rather,	there	is	a	silent	
understanding	built	 into	American	culture	
that	paints	a	very	limited	picture	for	Asians.		
We’re	good	at	math	and	medicine,	and	not	
much	 else,	 great	 scholars	whose	 achieve-
ments	can	be	chalked	up	to	a	culture	of	me-

ticulous	study	and	“good	genes,”	and	who	
don’t	have	strong	opinions.		Asian	employ-
ees	are	 the	 last	 to	get	selected	for	a	raise,	
and	 aren’t	 considered	 an	 impactful	 voter	
bloc,	so	we’re	generally	ignored	by	politi-
cians.		The	stereotype	of	the	Kung	Fu	master	
speaking	broken	English	is	the	most	com-
mon	depiction	of	Asian	characters	in	com-

MATTHIAS	LAI
Staff	Writer

mon	media.	We’re	expected	to	stay	in	Chi-
natown,	or	Koreatown,	or	whatever	cultural	
enclaves	have	been	developed,	and	stay	out	
of	the	way.		Overall,	we’re	a	people	taken	
for	 granted,	 whose	 services	 are	 expected	
and	 whose	 standards	 are	 simultaneously	
higher	 and	 lower	 than	 the	 rest	 of	 society.
	 America	 tends	 to	 stay	 away	 from	
Asian	culture	and	customs,	letting	our	tra-
ditions	 be	 silently	 passed	 along	 from	one	
generation	 to	 the	next.	 	But	 I	believe	 that	
Asian	culture	has	power,	and	 it	should	be	
shared	 beyond	 San	 Francisco	 and	 Lower	
Manhattan.	 	There	 is	such	an	underappre-
ciated	 diversity	 of	 beautiful	 and	 striking	
Asian	heritage,	and	by	sharing	 it	with	 the	
country	 there	will	be	a	better	understand-
ing	 of	 what	 it	 means	 to	 be	 Asian,	 and	
why	we’re	 so	much	more	 than	 a	 calcula-
tor	or	a	stethoscope.		At	the	moment	there	
is	more	 receptiveness	 than	 ever	 before	 to	
Asian	 culture	 and	 issues,	 and	 we	 should	
take	 advantage	of	 this	moment	of	 nation-
al	 attention	 to	 	 present	Asians	 as	 unique	
individuals	 with	 cultures	 that	 don’t	 de-
fine	us,	but	 rather	 supplement	our	vibrant	
characters.	 	Only	 then	will	we	 be	 able	 to	
truly	place	our	 identities	 both	 in	America	
and	in	our	countries	of	origin,	and	we	can	
finally	 be	 defined	 as	 Asian	 Americans.

The	Future	of	Education
ADAM	KOPLIK 
Editor-in-Chief

The	 pandemic	 was	 long,	 it	 was	
lonely,	 it	 was	 anxiety	 producing,	 and	
for	 many,	 it	 was	 tragic.	 Dozens	 of	 so-
cietal	 problems	 were	 highlighted,	 but	
one	 of	 the	 ones	 that	 stuck	 with	 me	 was	
how	 wrong	 we’re	 looking	 at	 education.	

The	 College	 Board	was	 generous	
enough	to	offer	free		AP	review	videos	be-
fore	last	year’s	tests	(which	went	horribly,	
but	that’s	for	another	time).	The	videos	were	
amazing,	and,	in	my	experience,	helped	me	
study	a	ton	for	those	tests.	Obviously,	it	was	
a	good	action,	but	it	bodes	the	question:	why	
were	 these	resources	 just	made	available?	
It	 took	a	pandemic	 for	 the	College	Board	
to	think,	“hey,	maybe	kids	could	use	some	
help	 on	 these	 $100	 tests”?	That’s	 insane!	
Why	is	it	that,	after	doing	nothing	but	push-
ing	 overpriced	 books	 and	 tests	 for	 years,	
the	College	Board	does	the	bare	minimum	
and	 wants	 a	 ribbon?	Access	 to	 resources	
that	 can	 improve	 a	 student’s	 education	 -	
like	 review	 videos	 or	 even	 something	 as	

simple	as	giving	access	to	Adobe	Creative	
Cloud	-	should	be	easily	accessible	for	all.

Moving	on	-	but	not	from	the	Col-
lege	 Board	 -	 to	 the	 SAT.	 You	 know,	 the	
test	 that	 we’ve	 been	 told	 defines	 us	 and	
we	need	to	study	for	weeks	for.	Turns	out,	
it	 doesn’t!	 Turns	 out,	 colleges	 through-
out	 the	 nation	 survived	 a	 year	 of	 col-
lege	 admissions	 test-optional!	 Isn’t	 it	 a	
miracle?	Well,	 maybe	 less	 a	 miracle	 and	
more-so	 a	 very	 predictable	 outcome.

The	SAT	has	always	been	a	flawed	
test	 that	 really	 only	 tests	 how	 good	 you	
are	at	taking	the	SAT.	It’s	been	found	to	be	
based	 more	 on	 socioeconomic	 class	 than	
anything,	 and	 its	 why	 colleges	 had	 been	
slowly	 but	 surely	moving	 away.	While	 it	
took		a	pandemic	for	them	to	take	the	next	
step,	as	the	test	was	cancelled	for	so	many,	
it	 still	 shows	 that	 colleges	 never	 needed	
the	SAT	to	fairly	compare	applicants.	Any	
reversal	on	these	policies	would	show	that	
they	 think	 they	messed	up	 in	 their	 evalu-
ations	 of	 the	 Class	 of	 2021,	 which,	 they	
didn’t.	 One	 test	 doesn’t	 define	 a	 student,	
and	 the	 ending	 of	 the	 SAT	 may	 be	 the	
best	 thing	 to	 come	 out	 of	 the	 pandemic.

Another	 educational	 takeaway	 I	
had	was	actually	pretty	simple:	sleep.	I’m	
not	even	going	to	go	into	all	the	studies	that	
show	teenagers	need	sleep	but,	alas,	we	do!	
It’s	 actually	 pretty	 important.	 During	 the	
most	 stressful	 year	 of	 my	 life,	 I	 actually	
found	myself	less	stressed	over	school	than	
ever	before.	While	that	may	have	to	do	with	
a touch	of	senioritis,	it	more-so	involves	the	
fact	that	I	was	able	to	sleep	until	about	7:55	
AM	every	single	day.	That’s	still	pretty	ear-
ly,	but	the	fact	that	I,	in	the	years	of	my	life	
that	I	need	sleep	more	than	any	other,	woke	
up	five	days	a	week	at	6	AM	is	 insane	 to	
think	about.	Schools	need	to	do	something	
about	the	lack	of	sleep	among	high	school-
ers.	 It’s	 the	most	 important	quality	of	our	
mental	health,	and	needs	 to	be	addressed.

The	 pandemic	 showed	 that	 we	
need	 to	 improve	 in	 so	many	ways.	 From	
offering	 more	 classes	 online	 to	 ensur-
ing	high	schooler’s	mental	health	is	made	
priority,	we	 have	 so	much	 room	 to	 grow.	
But	 I	 really	 do	 believe	we	 can	 get	 there.	
For	 all	 the	 horrors	 of	 COVID-19,	 it	may	
have	 been	 the	 kick	 that	 the	 educational	
world	needed	to	step	into	the	21st	century.

“Overall, we’re a people taken for grant-
ed, whose services are expected and whose 
standards are simultaneously higher and 

lower than the rest of society.”
- Matthias Lai



Don	 Bartlett,	 the	 man,	 the	 myth,	
the	legend.	After	29	years	of	teaching	and	
coaching	 at	 New	 Paltz	 High	 School,	 he	
will	 be	 retiring	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 school	
year.	Bartlett,	who	teaches	economics	and	
AP	 US	 History,	 has	 also	 been	 the	 head	
coach	for	boys	 track	and	girls	swim	team	
during	 his	 time	 at	 NPHS.	 For	 those	 who	
know	 him,	 his	 affinity	 for	 carpentry	 and	
prior	work	 in	 the	military	 are	well	 docu-
mented	 by	 his	 many	 stories	 of	 the	 two.	
Which	 begs	 the	 question,	 how	 did	 he	
end	 up	 teaching	 APUSH	 in	 New	 Paltz?	

	Bartlett	 admits	 that	when	 he	 got	
out	of	high	school	he	had	“no	intention	to	be	
a	teacher	and	no	intention	to	go	to	college.	
So	I	joined	the	military	because	I	needed	to	
do	something,	and	by	a	set	of	coincidences	I	
wound	up	teaching	other	people	how	to	re-
pair	navigation	systems.	And	I	enjoyed	it.”	

	 Bartlett	 also	 realized	 when	 he	
was	 in	 the	 military	 that	 to	 get	 where	 he	
wanted	 to	 be	 in	 life	 he	 needed	 to	 go	 to	
college.	Once	out	of	 the	military	he	start-
ed	 attending	 SUNY	New	 Paltz	 where	 he	
planned	 on	 majoring	 in	 electrical	 engi-
neering.	His	 initial	plan	was	 that,	 “after	 I	
became	 an	 electrical	 engineer	 and	 made	
money	that	I	would	become	a	teacher,	be-
cause	I	like	teaching	people.	But	it	(teach-
ing)	wasn’t	really	in	the	front	of	my	mind”

However,	 “electrical	 engineering	
was	 not	 a	 good	 choice	 for	me,”	 he	 says,	
going	 on	 to	 explain	 that	what	 he	 thought	
electrical	 engineering	 was	 was	 not	 what	
it	 actually	 turned	 out	 to	 be	 and	 he	 didn’t	
enjoy	 it	 at	 all.	 But	 while	 he	 was	 tak-
ing	 engineering	 classes,	 Bartlett	 had	 also	
picked	up	a	 job	with	 a	 construction	com-
pany	 that	 employed	 a	 lot	 of	 high	 school	
students	 that	 had	 to	 be	 taught.	 He	 decid-
ed	 to	 become	 a	 teacher	 and	 while	 origi-
nally	 planned	 to	 teach	 shop,	 bounced	 to	
math	 and	 ended	 up	 focusing	 on	 history.	

During	 his	 tenure,	 Bartlett	 has	
seen	 a	 lot	 of	 change	 and	 growth	 in	 the	
high	school.	Much	of	this	growth	he	cred-
its	 to	 former	 principal	 and	 vice	 princi-
pal,	 Barbara	 Clinton	 and	 Dennis	 DiBari.	
He	 credits	 DiBari’s	 hallway	 patrolling	 to	
“changing	 the	whole	 tone	 of	 the	 school,”	
which	he	said	had	previously	been	wrought	
with	 fighting	 and	 “other	 bad	 things.”	
He	 also	 emphasized	 the	 importance	 of	
maintaining	 the	 stricter	 hallway	 poli-
cies	in	order	to	keep	chaos	at	a	minimum.	

Over	 the	many	years	 of	 teaching,	
Bartlett	has	been	through	some	of	NPHS’s	

most	trying	times.	When	asked	about	what	
the	most	 difficult	 time	 of	 his	 career	was,	
Bartlett	said	that	one	of	his	worst	days	was	
in	2015	when	Kyle	Brewer,	a	then	sopho-
more,	 suffered	 from	a	heart	 attack	during	
track	 practice	 and	 tragically	 passed	 away	
later	 in	 the	 evening.	 Bartlett,	 who	 was	
coaching	with	 assistant	 coach	 Joe	 Foti	 at	
the	 time,	 described	 it	 as	 “awful.	 Nothing	
compares	to	that.”	He	also	said	that	losing	
Maya	Gold	and	Becca	Lynch	to	suicide	was	
equally	 as	 grueling;	 events	 like	 students	
passing	away	and	dealing	with	other	factors	
like	drugs	and	violence	are	all	very	difficult	.

Conversely,	 Bartlett	 will	 tell	 you	
that	the	highlights	of	his	career	have	simply	
been	“pretty	much	everything.	I	get	paid	to	
have	fun,	it’s	a	great	job.”	He	stressed	that	
he’s	not	 retiring	because	he	doesn’t	enjoy	
doing	it	anymore,	but	that	“it’s	just	time.”	
He	 believes	 that	 it’s	 important	 for	 teach-
ers	 to	 retire	 before	 it	 becomes	 a	 chore,	
and	acknowledges	 that	as	 the	age	gap	be-
tween	 he	 and	 his	 students	 stretches	 out	
more	 it	 becomes	 more	 difficult	 to	 relate.	
Bartlett	admits	 that	“until	we	started	hav-
ing	students	in	the	school,	I	was	regretting	
not	retiring.	I	was	like,	I	don’t	want	to	do	
this	 just	 staring	 at	 icons,”	 but	 ultimately	
was	glad	he	stuck	through	this	school	year.	

Having	 earlier	 mentioned	 that	
he’s	now	in	his	“grandpa”	phase	of	teach-
ing,	 he	 believes	 that	 he	 still	 has	 other	
things	that	he	needs	to	do	and	that	now	is	
the	 right	 time	 to	move	on	and	start	doing	
them.	 He’ll	 be	 moving	 to	 Maine	 over	
the	 summer	 to	 finish	 building	 a	 house	
before	 selling	 it,	 and	 then	 moving	 back	
to	 the	 area	 to	 do	 some	 construction	work	
with	his	 son.	But	only	when	he	 feels	 like	
it.	A	few	years	ago	he	had	planned	on	may-
be	 coaching	 for	 a	 college	 team,	 but	 now	
Bartlett	 is	 ready	 to	 be	 “free	 to	 do	what	 I	
want	to	do	when	I	want	to	do	it,”	and	said	
that	 he	 thinks	 that	 he’ll	 always	work	 but	
from	now	on	it	will	be	on	his	own	terms.	

The	 big	 thing	 that	 he’s	 go-
ing	 to	 miss	 once	 he	 retires?

“Rooms	 full	 of	 kids.	 See-
ing	 how	 they	 react	 when	 they	 see	 stuff	
for	 the	 first	 time-	 that’s	 cool	 because	
there’s	 a	 lot	 of	 stuff	 that	 you’re	 teach-
ing	that	kids	have	never	heard	of	before.”

His	 advice	 for	 students	 is:	 “the	
things	you	earn	you	get	to	keep.	The	things	
you	 don’t	 earn	 you’re	 just	 borrowing	 for	
a	 little	while	 and	 then	 they	 disappear.	 So	
don’t	be	afraid	to	do	the	work	to	earn	it.”	

And	 his	 advice	 for	 teachers,	 and	
closing	words,	“Remember	it’s	just	school.	
Don’t	get	so	serious	with	the	kids	that	they	
feel	like	the	sky	is	falling	down	if	they	don’t	
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do	 something	 that	 the	 teacher	 requires.	
You	 know,	 don’t	 get	 mad	 with	 the	 kids,	
because	 they’re,	 well,	 kids.	 Sometimes	
I	 think	 there’s	 like	 this	 pressure-	 and	 I’m	
sure	 I’ve	 done	 it	myself	 plenty	 of	 times-	
about	performance	in	the	classroom.	But	it	
is	just	school.	School	is	just	a	step	we	have	
to	take	to	get	prepared	for	life	and	I	think	
that	sometimes	we	as	teachers	forget	that.”	

Good	 luck	 to	 Mr.	 Bartlett	 on	 his	
next	 adventures,	 and	 many	 thanks	 for	
the	 years	 of	 dedication	 to	 teaching	 and	
guiding	 generations	 of	 NPHS	 students	
through	the	high	school	stage	of	their	lives.	

KEY DATE
MAY

1313
The CDC updates their mask 

recommendations, announcing 
that fully vaccinated individuals 
no longer need to wear masks 

in the vast majority of both 
indoor and outdoor settings.

Looking	Ahead

Mr.	Don	Bartlett	overlooking	his	NPHS	boys	track	team.	-	Photo	via	Marty	Brutvan
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